Turf Edition

Special Issue: Are Your Trees Ready?

Should you fertilize your trees this
spring?

Since springtime is an active growth
period for trees and other plant mate-
rials, it is important that they have every-
thing they need tfo survive and thrive.
And in fact, fertilizing in the spring will
help address any deficiencies that exist
in the soil for the tree as it comes out of
winfer dormancy. Spring fertilization
also helps prepare trees for the stresses
they will invariably face in the summer.

Also, healthier trees are better
able to fight off — and recover
from — damage from things like
stress and pests. The strength and
health of a tree has serious ramifi-
cations into its ability to resist dis-
ease and environmental stresses.

First, there is the matter of making
sure that your trees do indeed
need to be fertilized. This can be
accomplished through soil and
tissue testing, which will help de-
termine whether or not any re-
quired nutrients are lacking.

If you have established that your
trees require fertilization this spring,
you should wait until the soil thaws
(thereby allowing for fertilization). A
good way fo tell if the soil is suffi-
ciently thawed is to check to see if
your grass has begun growing.

The kind of fertilizer you use will
depend a lot upon what kinds of
trees you have and their subse-
quent nutritional  requirements.
For instance:

For deciduous trees (oaks, maples,
elms, etfc.), use a 1-1-1 ratio like
Growth Products’ Triple Ten (10-
10-10). This balanced N-P-K ratio
will provide your trees with nitrogen
to encourage top growth, phospho-
rus for new root development, and
potassium fo build the tree’s cali-
per. Why is this so importante As
the tree grows, its roots and caliper
must keep up with it.  This will help
avoid problems later (such as high
wind or winter damage).

If you're fertilizing evergreens
(Blue Spruces, White Pines, Hem-
locks, etc.), use a 3:2:1 ratio ferti-
lizer like Growth Products” 15-8-
4. These trees undergo rapid
growth in the spring, and in the
process, require more nitrogen
and phosphorus. An important
added benefit is that 15-8-4 also
confains a complete micronutrient
package.

Blooming ftrees (like dogwoods,
cherry, orange, apple, and tulip
trees) need phosphorus to achieve
their best blooms. A good fertiliz-
er choice for gefting these trees
the phosphorus they need is
Growth Products’ Triple Ten (10-
10-10).

When it comes fo the fertilizers you util-
ize for your frees, Growth Products lig-
vids provide many benefits. If you are
used to the hassles of granulars or wa-
fer solubles, you'll love high quality
Growth Products’ liquids. Gone will be
the days of abrasive additives, high
salts, and fertilizers settling out of solu-
tion. You'll also avoid problems — like
abrasion, clogged nozzles , and wear &
fear on your pumps and frees — that
come with other fertilizer forms.

In order to look their best, your
trees are also going to need mi-
cronutrients. If your fertilizer does
not contain micros, Growth Prod-
ucts’ Micrel Total is a great solu-
tion. It provides critical micronu-
trients in a 100% chelated (avail-
able for tree uptake) form, and
will help treat trees that are chlo-
rotic.

Would you like reprints of this article,
or other articles about Growth Prod-
ucts¢ Want to learn more about the
Growth Products Line? Call us at
(800) 648-7626. You may also visit
us on the World Wide Web at
www.growthproducts.com.  E-mail:
questions@growthproducts.com Fax-
es may be sent to (914) 428-2780.
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